GRACE GAZETTE

Volume VIII Issue 3

Published occasionally for Zion’s mourners
Wherefore lift up the hands which hang down, and the feeble knees; And make staight paths for your feet, lest that which
15 lame be tumed out of the way; but let it rather be healed, Hebrews 12:12-13

A LIVING STONE

To whom coming, as unto a living stone, disallowed indeed of men, but chosen of God, and precious, Ye
also, as lively stones, are built up a spiritual house, an holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices,
acceptable to God by Jesus Christ. Wherefore also it is contained in the scripture, Behold, I lay in Zion a
chief corner stone, elect, precious: and he that believeth on him shall not be confounded. Unto you therefore
which believe he is precious: but unto them which be disobedient, the stone which the builders disallowed,
the same is made the head of the corner, And a stone of stumbling, and a rock of offense, even to them which
stumble at the word, being disobedient: whereunto also they were appointed.
1Peter 2:4-8

When the children of Israel were thirsting after an arduous journey through e witderress
of Sin”(see £x. 77:7)and the memory of Egypt still fresh on their mind, and had pitched their
tents in Rephidim, which was in the proximity of Mt. Sinai on its west side, they found
themselves in a great thirst. Since it was towards evening and the light of the setting sun was
burning upon them, they could find nothing wherewith to slake their thirst, for even this great
mountain was no shelter from the light and heat which caused them to thirst before it They
cried out to Moses with much murmurings and complaining and the LORD was pleased to
arise and meet their exact need.

Unbeknownst to them the LORD had already prepared a ROCK out of which would flow
streams of water right in full sight of that mountain whereon HE would be pleased to deliver
the law to Moses. But that water was hidden within IT and by GOD’s design would not bring
forth ITs lifegiving water until IT was smitten with Moses rod. ‘Swely he hatlr borne our
griers, and caried our sorrows: yet we old esteem /fim stricken, smitern of God, arnd alfiicted,
But he was wournoed for our tansgressions, e was bruised for our miguites: e
chastiserment of our peace was uporn /im, and with /s stipes we are heaked. ” (Isa 53.4-5)
That ROCK was CHRIST. (see | Cor.10:4) “Anad they thirsted not when he led them tirough
e aeserts: e caused the walers fo flow out of the rock for them. he cleaved the rock also,
and the walers gushed out. ” (1sa 48.27)

The LORD instructed Moses to smite it with his rod and in obedience to the LORD he did
just that, and the children of Israel drank from that ROCK. Only after the SON of GOD was
smitten by the LAW, becoming sin for us, did those rivers of living water flow out of HIS side,
for the benefit of those people for whom HE was afflictied, and the healing of the nations,

Another occasion arose when Israel was once again in thirst and complaining unto Moses
(this time after the giving of the Law). This time the LORD told Moses to “speak to the
ROCK”. Yet, in disobedience and even exhibiting a disdain for what the LORD told him to do,
HE smote the ROCK twice. Yet the LORD still caused the waters of that ROCK to flow out for
the benefit of the children of Israel.

The LORD will never leave nor forsake HIS people regardless of their disobedience and
even unfaithfulness.  Amad/ / saw Heavern gpenead, and befrold a whnte forse, and he tat sart




ypon /im was called Faithnid and Trve. ”(Rev 79:77) The LORD would demonstrate to us
through the disobedience of Moses that there is no righteousness in the law. 7s #2e /aw then
agamst the promises of Goad’? God forbia! for ff there fad been a law givern which could have
grven e, veriy righteousress should have been by the law. But the Scriptire fhal1 conclioed
an under s, that the promise by /aith of Jesus Christ might be given fo them that befeve. ”
(Gal 3.27-22)

By the same token the Jews and all religious men could never receive the righteousness of
CHRIST, For they bemg fgrrorant of God's righteolsrness, and gomg abolt fo establish therr
own righteousress, fave rnot submiffed themselves wumfo the righteousness of God. ” (Rom
70:3) This is that STONE which the builders rejected, that ROCK on which the church of
JESUS CHRIST is built.

On account of Moses sin, the LORD did not allow him to lead the children into the land of
promise, (see Num.20:12) in order to let us know that death and destruction come by the law
which cannot in any wise give a man entrance into the heavenly kingdom.

CHRIST is the LIVING STONE. This seems a contradiction of terms. Who ever heard of a
living stone? Stones are noted for their resiliency, strength, and endurance but never as
animate objects. But this ONE with whom we have to do is both alive and unmoveable. HE
is without compare and is the sole means of deliverance for those HE calls HIS own. The
word generally translated ROCK in the OT literally means a fortress and is a place of the
greatest safety for those who are hidden in IT.

FHe /s the Rock /s work /s perfect: for all s ways are judgrment: a God of tiuth and
without imiguity; Just and right /s fe. “(Deu 32:4)

‘There /s rnone foly as the LORD: for there /s nore besiloe thee. neither is there arny rock
ke our God, " (18am 2.2)

Anad he sard, The LORD /s my rock and my fortress, anad my oelverer;” (2Sam 22.2)

The LORD Hveth and blessed be my rock; and exalted be the God of the rock of my
salvation. ~(2Sam 22:47)

The LORD is my rock, and my fortress, and my adeliverers,; my Goa, my strength, # whom /
will trust; my buckier, and the fiorm of my salvation, anad my Mgh fower. “(Psa 718.2)

e brought me yp also out of a horrible pri, out of the mity clay, and set my rfeet yporn a
rock; and established my goigs” (Psa 40.2)

Berola) a kg shal refgrn m righiteousness, and princes shal riule n juagrmernt. And a marn
shall be as a fialing place from the winag, and a covert from the lfempest; as rivers of waler mn a
ary place, as e shadow of a great rock i a weary /ana. (1sa 32:7-2)

This LIVING STONE is at the same time a great offence unto some, for HE is a &fome of
stumbling”and ‘& rock of offerrce” (see Isa.8:14;Rom.9:33), while HE is the ROCAK of
salvation’to others. ‘Unlo you therefore wihich betleve fe /s precious .(7Pe 2.7)

HE is the CHIEF CORNER STONE. MNesther is there salvation i any olfzer: for there /s
rone other narme unaer fieaven givern amorg mer, whereby we must be savead. “(Act 4:72)

HE is the ELECT, the ONE appointed by GOD. Befold my servar, wirom / yphola) miine
elect, in wihom my sou/ aellighitell / fiave put my Soirit yporn fim. fie shal bring fort fuagrmernt
o the Genties. ” (Isa 42:7) The redeemed and the REDEEMER are united together in the
covenant purpose of GOD and cannot in any wise be separated. Those who are the elect
children are chosen in and hidden in CHRIST who is the ELECT SON over HIS own house.

HE is PRECIOUS. It is only fitting that the “ 7/%e precious sors of Zion”(Lam 4.2 should be
redeemed with that which is PRECIOUS. Forasmuch as ye know that ye were rot
redeemed with corruyptible things, as siver and gold, from your vam conversation recefved by
Lraolition from your 1athers, But with the precious blood of CHrist as of a larmb without blermis/
and without spol: Who verily was foreoraaimed before the fournaation of the world, but was
manifest i these /ast times for you. " (7Pe 7.78-20)

None who have fled to HIM for refuge shall be confounded. A/ #af the Father givell me
shall come fo me; and fim that cormell? fo me / will in no wise cast out. “(Joln 6.:37)

www. gracechiapelobriern. et Lt wayiarerblog.blogspotcomny’  mam




